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DEPARTMENT OF LABOR
APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 2001

COCHRAN (AND OTHERS)
AMENDMENT NO. 3625

Mr. COCHRAN (for himself, Mr. KEN-
NEDY, and Mr. FRIST) proposed an
amendment to the bill (H.R. 4577) mak-
ing appropriations for the Departments
of Labor, Health and Human Services,
and Education, and related agencies for
the fiscal year ending September 30,
2001, and for other purposes; as follows:

On page 27 before the colon on line 4 insert
the following: ¢, and of which $25,000,000
shall be made available through such Centers
for the establishment of partnerships be-
tween the Federal Government and academic
institutions and State and local public
health departments to carry out pilot pro-
grams for antimicrobial resistance detec-
tion, surveillance, education and prevention
and to conduct research on resistance mech-
anisms and new or more effective anti-
microbial compounds.”’

REID (AND BOXER) AMENDMENT
NO. 3626

Mr. REID (for himself and Mrs.
BOXER) submitted an amendment in-
tended to be proposed by them to the
bill, H.R. 4577, supra; as follows:

On page 54, between lines 10 and 11, insert
the following:

SEC. . (a) IN GENERAL.—There is appro-
priated $10,000,000 that may be used by the
Director of the National Institute for Occu-
pational Safety and Health to—

(1) establish and maintain a national data-
base on existing needleless systems and
sharps with engineered sharps injury protec-
tions;

(2) develop a set of evaluation criteria for
use by employers, employees, and other per-
sons when they are evaluating and selecting
needleless systems and sharps with engi-
neered sharps injury protections;

(3) develop a model training curriculum to
train employers, employees, and other per-
sons on the process of evaluating needleless
systems and sharps with engineered sharps
injury protections and to the extent feasible
to provide technical assistance to persons
who request such assistance; and

(4) establish a national system to collect
comprehensive data on needlestick injuries
to health care workers, including data on
mechanisms to analyze and evaluate preven-
tion interventions in relation to needlestick
injury occurrence.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) EMPLOYER.—The term ‘‘employer”
means each employer having an employee
with occupational exposure to human blood
or other material potentially containing
bloodborne pathogens.

(2) ENGINEERED SHARPS INJURY PROTEC-
TIONS.—The term ‘‘engineered sharps injury
protections’ means—

(A) a physical attribute built into a needle
device used for withdrawing body fluids, ac-
cessing a vein or artery, or administering
medications or other fluids, that effectively
reduces the risk of an exposure incident by a
mechanism such as barrier creation,
blunting, encapsulation, withdrawal, retrac-
tion, destruction, or other effective mecha-
nisms; or

(B) a physical attribute built into any
other type of needle device, or into a non-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD—SENATE

needle sharp, which effectively reduces the
risk of an exposure incident.

3) NEEDLELESS SYSTEM.—The term
‘“‘needleless system’ means a device that
does not use needles for—

(A) the withdrawal of body fluids after ini-
tial venous or arterial access is established;

(B) the administration of medication or
fluids; and

(C) any other procedure involving the po-
tential for an exposure incident.

(4) SHARP.—The term ‘‘sharp’” means any
object used or encountered in a health care
setting that can be reasonably anticipated to
penetrate the skin or any other part of the
body, and to result in an exposure incident,
including, but not limited to, needle devices,
scalpels, lancets, broken glass, broken cap-
illary tubes, exposed ends of dental wires and
dental knives, drills, and burs.

(5) SHARPS INJURY.—The term ‘‘sharps in-
jury” means any injury caused by a sharp,
including cuts, abrasions, or needlesticks.

(c) OFFSET.—Amounts made available
under this Act for the travel, consulting, and
printing services for the Department of
Labor, the Department of Health and Human
Services, and the Department of Education
shall be reduced on a pro rata basis by
$10,000,000.

HUTCHINSON AMENDMENT NO. 3627

Mr. HUTCHINSON submitted an
amendment intended to be proposed by
him to the bill, H.R. 4577, supra; as fol-
lows:

On page 77, line 14, insert before the period
the following: ‘‘: Provided further, That of the
amount made available under this heading,
$10,721,000 shall be transferred to the Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services to
carry out the Social Services Block Grant
program under title XX of the Social Secu-
rity Act (42 U.S.C. 1397 et seq.)”.

———

NOTICE OF HEARING

COMMITTEE ON ENERGY AND NATURAL
RESOURCES

Mr. MURKOWSKI. Mr. President, I
would like to announce for the infor-
mation of the Senate and the public
that an oversight hearing has been
scheduled before the Committee on En-
ergy and Natural Resources.

The hearing will take place on Thurs-
day, July 13 at 9:30 a.m., in room SD-
366 of the Dirksen Senate Office Build-
ing in Washington, DC.

The purpose of this hearing is to re-
ceive testimony on Gasoline Supply
Problems: Are deliverability, transpor-
tation, and refining/blending resources
adequate to supply America at a rea-
sonable price?

For further information, please call
Dan Kish at 202-224-8276 or Jo Meuse at
(202) 224-4756.

————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING

Mr. COCHRAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Special
Committee on Aging be authorized to
meet today, June 26, 2000, from 1:30
p.m.-5 p.m., in Dirksen 628 for the pur-
pose of conducting a hearing.

June 26, 2000

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR

Mr. HARKIN. Madam President, I
ask unanimous consent that Ryan
Howell from my staff be accorded floor
privileges during consideration of the
Labor-HHS-Education appropriations
bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the privilege
of the floor be granted to David Bowen
of my office during the pendency of the
Labor-HHS appropriations bill.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

REMOVAL OF INJUNCTION OF
SECRECY—TREATY NO. 106-33

Mr. SPECTER. Mr. President, as in
executive session, I ask unanimous
consent that the injunction of secrecy
be removed from the following treaty
transmitted to the Senate on June 26,
2000, by the President of the United
States: Investment Treaty with Nica-
ragua (Treaty Document No. 106-33).

Further, I ask unanimous consent
that the treaty be considered as having
been read the first time, that it be re-
ferred with accompanying papers to
the Committee on Foreign Relations
and ordered to be printed, and that the
President’s message be printed in the
RECORD.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The message of the President is as
follows:

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice
and consent of the Senate to ratifica-
tion, I transmit herewith the Treaty
Between the Government of the United
States of America and the Government
of the Republic of Nicaragua Con-
cerning the Encouragement and Recip-
rocal Protection of Investment, with
Annex and Protocol, signed at Denver
on July 1, 1995. I transmit also, for the
information of the Senate, the report
of the Department of State with re-
spect to this Treaty.

The Dbilateral investment treaty
(BIT) with Nicaragua is the fifth such
treaty signed between the TUnited
States and a country of Central or
South America. The Treaty will pro-
tect U.S. investment and assist Nica-
ragua in its efforts to develop its econ-
omy by creating conditions more favor-
able for U.S. private investment and
thereby strengthening the development
of its private sector.

The Treaty is fully consistent with
U.S. policy toward international and
domestic investment. A specific tenet
of U.S. policy, reflected in this Treaty,
is that U.S. investment abroad and for-
eign investment in the United States
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